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The Medium of Rembrandt

—A study of Rembrandt’s painting technique by copying
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Perhaps no other artist has attracted as much attention for his
painting technique as Rembrandt, who splendidly blended the
special qualities of oil painting characterized by the transparency
of colors seen in Flemish painting and the opacity and plasticity
of colors created by the thick paste paints developed after the
Venetian school. It is no exaggeration to say that Rembrandt’s
technique, brought to fruition in his works, was a salient point in
the history of oil painting techniques.

The chemical analysis of paintings has developed immensely
in recent years and is bringing to light facts that completely differ
from the accepted theories of Rembrandt’s technique that
occupied the mainstream for a long time. Today, copy research
based on this new information is very meaningful in terms of
clucidating his technique.

In this paper, focusing on medium research, the author
describes the results and problems obtained by producing
preliminary paints on the basis of information gleaned from
literature and actually standing in front of Rembrandt’s original
paintings in the Louvre Museum and making copies. He sets
forth one resulting hypothesis and, stage by stage, the application
to actual works. The author examines the information gained
and, from his perspective as an artist, explores a part of
Rembrandt’s technique that cannot be obtained only from
chemical analysis.
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